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On July 21, 2010, Public Act 96-1164 became law.  This Public Act made a significant amendment to the Abused and Neglected Child Reporting Act, specifically 325 ILCS 5/7.7 and 5/7.14, regarding the length of time that DCFS maintains unfounded reports.  

According to 325 ILCS 5/7.7, DCFS maintains certain unfounded reports in its central register.  Specifically,

1.
A listing of unfounded reports where the subject of the unfounded report requests that the record not be expunged because the subject alleges an intentional false report was made;

2.
A listing of unfounded reports where the report was classified as a priority one or priority two report in accordance with the DCFS rules or the report was made by a person mandated to report suspected abuse or neglect; and

3.
A listing of unfounded reports involving the death of a child, the sexual abuse of a child, or serious physical injury to a child.  These unfounded reports are maintained for three 
years.

If an individual is the subject of a subsequent investigation that is pending, DCFS shall maintain all previously filed, unfounded reports pertaining to that individual until the pending investigation has been completed or for 12 months, whichever time period ends later. 

All other unfounded reports shall be maintained for a period of twelve (12) months following the date of the final finding.  These unfounded reports may only be made available to the subject of the report, as long as DCFS has not expunged the file in accordance with certain provisions of the Abused and Neglected Child Reporting Act.  (These unfounded reports are also available to the Child Protective Service Unit.)  In the past, unfounded reports were only made available to the subject of the report if he/she requested it within sixty (60) days of being notified that the report was unfounded.
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