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October – December 2016 
 

 

 December 2016 

 A new Illinois Appellate court decision, Mulvey v. Carl Sandburg High School, found that a 

district’s student handbook does not constitute a “contract,” and therefore the parents’ breach 

of contract claim that the district did not investigate a bullying incident pursuant to its policies 

in the handbook was void. The court also dismissed the parents’ claim that the district acted 

“willful and wantonly” in disregard of the incident, due to the school district’s tort immunity. 

 

 A recent due process hearing decision, Swanson by Swanson-Houston v. Yuba City School 

District, denied the parents’ complaint to chose a particular nurse to provide services to their 
Diabetic son.  The hearing officer argued that the school’s proposed nurse, who had 23 years 

experience and had worked with children with Diabetes before, and therefore the parents had 

“no legal support” to request a different school nurse who had previously worked with their 

son. 

 November 2016 

 A newly proposed Senate Bill, SB 565, would require age-appropriate developmental and social 

and emotional screenings to be conducted for every child as part of the examinations and 

procedures that constitute a health examination.  

 

 A newly proposed Senate Bill, SB 550, would require school districts and day care centers to 
test for lead in their drinking water supply. It is unknown whether this bill will pass Illinois’ 

House floor, however, as it is being opposed by various municipalities and water utility entities. 

 

 A pending Senate Bill 2822, which would provide additional funding for the Chicago Public 

Schools teacher pension fund, was vetoed by Governor Rauner.  The bill remains vetoed 

(despite attempts to override the veto by various Senate members) and will remain so until the 

new 100th Illinois General Assembly is sworn in at noon on January 11, 2017. 

October 2016 

 The U.S. Department of Education issued its Final Regulations regarding the Every Student 

Succeeds Act. 
 

 The US Department of Education’s Office of Civil Rights released non-regulatory guidance 

to support districts in preventing sexual misconduct, encourage reports of misconduct, 

improve responses to reports of misconduct and comply with applicable federal laws. 

 

 A new Illinois law, Public Act 99-0616, requires all teacher institute days to provide training 

every two years on the Americans with Disabilities Act regarding the school environment. 

 

LEGAL UPDATES 

http://www.wthlawfirm.com/mulvey-v-carl-sandburg-high-school-2/
http://www.wthlawfirm.com/swanson-by-swanson-houston-v-yuba-city-school-district/
http://www.wthlawfirm.com/swanson-by-swanson-houston-v-yuba-city-school-district/
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/index.html
https://www.justice.gov/ovw/file/900716/download
https://www.justice.gov/ovw/file/900716/download


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This e-newsletter is provided as a courtesy only. For the most up to date and additional information, please visit Whitted Takiff & Hansen’s website at www.wthlawfirm.com. 

Please also note that the information you obtain from this e-newsletter and our website is not, nor is it intended to be, legal advice. You should consult an attorney for 

advice regarding your individual situation. We invite you to contact us and welcome your calls, letters and electronic mail. Contacting us does not create an attorney-client 

relationship. Please do not send any confidential information to us until such time as an attorney-client relationship has been established. 

Date 
 

Title/Topic Organization 

1/27/17 Emerging Themes in Special Education 
Laws  

 

IAPSEC 
 

2/4/17 Latest Legal Developments  
in Discipline and Bullying 

 

Illinois Council for Children with 
Behavioral Disorders 

UPCOMING PRESENTATIONS 

http://www.wthlawfirm.com/

