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June 2016 

 Proposed House Bill 4352, waiting for the Governor’s approval, would include the addition of a 
definition in the School Code for Dyslexia. More importantly, the bill requires the Illinois State 
Board of Education create an advisory group to develop a training module to be utilized for 

educators regarding multi-sensory, systematic, and sequential instruction in reading. 
 

 The National School Board Association recently published its Legal Guide on Transgender Student 
Issues, offering Frequently Asked Questions and Answers for school boards and staff regarding 
restroom and locker room access for transgender students. 

 
 A new Illinois Senate Bill, SB 2137, would require teacher training at least every two years on the 

federal Americans with Disabilities Act (“ADA”) during teacher institutes. 

May 2016 

 A newly proposed House Bill, HB4590, would allow greater transparency for adoptive parents 
regarding the medical histories of children whom they are considering to adopt. The new bill 

would require disclosure of the education, occupation, and lineage of the biological  parents, 
detailed medical histories (including mental health histories) of biological parents and their 
immediate relatives, information regarding existing siblings, and the reasoning behind the 
biological parents surrendering the children. 

 
 A new court ruling by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit, S.B. vs. Board of Educ. 

of Harford County, has found that school districts are only liable for student-on-student 
harassment under Section 504 if it is found to be “deliberately indifferent.” As such, the districts 
would only be held liable for monetary damages for the same if its “response… or lack thereof 
is clearly unreasonable in light of the known circumstance.” 

 
 In a recent court decision, Coomes v. Edmonds School District No. 15, the 9th Circuit Court 

of Appeals has ruled against a former teacher bringing a wrongful termination suit against her 

school district following her voicing concerns regarding the school’s special education program. 
The court  concluded that the teacher’s speech was not protected by the First Amendment, 
even though it involved a matter of public concern, because it was made pursuant to her duties 
as an employee. 

April 2016 

 Newly proposed Illinois House Bill 4234 would require the reporting of a student suspension to 
the parents/guardians of a student by certified mail, and would only allow for the suspension to 
take place after receipt by the parents/guardians. 
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 A newly proposed Illinois House Bill 4606 would make changes to the notice requirements 
school districts have to provide to students whom they believe are non-residents of the school 
districts. The new bill would require schools to provide: 1) Specific reasons why they believe 

the student is a nonresident, 2) Disclosure of witnesses and evidence 3 days prior to a 
residency hearing, 3) An appeal process to the regional Superintendent of Schools, and 4) 
Allowance of the child to attend school while the hearing and appeals process is pending. 
 

 Proposed Illinois Senate Bill 2137 would require 15 days’ notice of a child bringing a service dog 
into a school environment. In addition, an amendment to the bill would also require all teachers 
to receive inservice training (every 2 years) on the Americans with Disabilities Act “as it 
pertains to the school environment.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This e-newsletter is provided as a courtesy only. For the most up to date and additional information, please visit Whitted Takiff + Hansen’s website at 

www.wthlawfirm.com. Please also note that the information you obtain from this e-newsletter and our website is not, nor is it intended to be, legal advice. You should 

consult an attorney for advice regarding your individual situation. We invite you to contact us and welcome your calls, letters and electronic mail. Contacting us does 

not create an attorney-client relationship. Please do not send any confidential information to us until such time as an attorney-client relationship has been established. 

Date 
 

Title/Topic Organization 

7/22/16 Constructing Your Child’s IEP National Organization for 
Disorders of the Corpus 

Callosum 

9/24/16 How to Obtain Services from Schools and 
Prepare for IEP Meetings 

Association for Training on 
Trauma and Attachment in 

Children 

9/27/16 Criminal Law Issues with DD/MI Clients IICLE 

9/27/16 Overview of Special Education Laws IICLE 

10/22/16 Legal Issues in Dyslexia and Other 
Learning Disabilities  

Learning Disabilities 
Association of Illinois 

11/3/16 Hot Topics in Special Education Law and 
Discipline 

Illinois Council for 
Exceptional Children 

2/4/17 The Latest Legal Developments in 

Discipline and Bullying 

Illinois Council for Children 

with Behavioral Disorders 

UPCOMING PRESENTATIONS 
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